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RECORDS OF US STATE DEPARTMENT’S DIVISION OF CHINESE AFFAIRS

This collection consists of inter and intradepartmental memorandums,

reports, position papers, summaries, maps, photographs, and

despatches (from US Foreign Service officers and military personnel)

relating to the internal political affairs of China and United States

foreign policy toward China.

Date Range: 1944-1961

Content: 19,749 images

Source Library: National Archives (U.S.)

Detailed Description:

Source Note: RG 59, Records of the Department of State, Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs,

Office of Chinese Affairs, 1949-1961, Entry 399 and Entry 399A.

The Division of Chinese Affairs (CA) under the Office of Far Eastern Affairs (FE) was

established in 1944 to effectuate, through long-range and day-to-day action, the plans and

overall policies formulated by FE for the conduct of Unites States relations with China and

Hong Kong. During reorganization in 1950, the Department changed the Division of Chinese

Affairs to the Office of Chinese Affairs and established it under the Bureau of Far Eastern

Affairs.

This collection consists of inter and intradepartmental memorandums, reports, position

papers, summaries, maps, photographs, and despatches (from US Foreign Service officers

and military personnel) relating to the internal political affairs of China and United States

foreign policy toward China. Materials in this collection focus mainly on military and political

aspects of the Chinese civil war and United States intervention in that conflict. Records

include background material on US efforts to negotiate a settlement between the Chinese

Nationalists and Communists, Sino-Soviet relations, US military operations in China, the

activities of Chinese officials, US financial assistance to the Nationalist Government, and the

question of recognition of Chinese Communist regime. Also included is briefing materials on

the 1949 China White Paper, and information relating to the Far East, Southeast Asia, Hong

Kong, Korea, and Formosa.
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This collection also contains a group of records categorized as "Top Secret File" maintained

by the Office of Chinese Affairs.


